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pom 2 ana: ie | You've read the papers. The 

IN HIS OFFICE, THE HARBOUR Communists are advancing! They 

MASTER IS TRYING TO TALK THE : ce | wouldn't hesitate to destroy the 

MAN IN CHARGE OF THE CONVOY Let me reiterate, Captain. The highest authorities || treasures packed in those crates 
of the Kuomintang gave me complete power.The || out there, simply because they 


OUT OF SAILING AWAY JUST AS of bree Mee : 
A NASTY STORM APPROACHES. responsibility will lie with me, not you. ] are evidence of an Imperial 
| China they reject. 


an ES a 


ae el 


As curator of the Imperial Palace Museum, | wil/ not back clown 
before a simple storm when the safety of thousands of years of 


our cultural heritage is at stake. ; 
4 Fine. At your command 
It's nothing like 2 simple L 
storm, Doctor... | INS 


Mp Tung, we will not be taking 
anything else on boaral! 


What's got into you, Capta j What?! But the orders are— 


The hold is filled to the brim! 
Ade even 2 single tin of tea and 
/ will refuse to weigh anchor! 


One more of your accursed crates 
and we won't even have to walt 
for the storm — welll sink right 
here at the dock! 


¥ 


Right away, Captain. we 


Fine, fine ... You, take these last few crates. 
I'm sure we'll find some space on ships two 
and three, 


Have every ship stay within visual contact 
of the one ahead while maintaining a safe 
aistance. 


...Dolphin 2 to Dolphin 4. Acknowledged. Following you. Ship too heavy but holding our 


heading ... Dolphin 3 in sight behind us ... 


Dolphin 4 to Dolphin 3. This is Dolphin 3. Having difficulties holding 
Confirm your position, our heacling. Overloaded, engine failure a risk 
{ . Dolphin 2 in sight straight ahead ... 


/ don’t see it any more... It fel/ 
behind ... 


Dolphin 3 to Dolphin 1 — 


Dolphin 4 is out of sight ... 


Don't lose hope, Doctor. If they're 
in trouble, they can always find! 
refuge on one of the deserted 
islands in the area. 


What about Dolphin 4? Is it 
following you? Do you have 
) tin sight: 


We're too heavy. lf we reduce 
speed, we will sink for sure! 
And ook at what's coming on 
our port sicle— we have to 

increase speed! 


SEVERAL MONTHS LATER, LORRIES FLOOD INTO BEIGOU, BRINGING THE 5 DR SUN SUN-/ AND HIS ASSISTANTS ARE 
CARGO FROM THE THREE SHIPS THAT MADE IT SAFELY TO TAIWAN. = TRYING TO FIND ROOM TO STORE THE 
__ |p 240,000 ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES 
EVACUATED FROM MAINLAND CHINA UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS THEY CAN BE PROPERLY 
DISPLAYED ELSEWHERE. 


Dr Sun Sun-i! News of Dolphin 4! 


a 
i 


The Colony’s Marine Police have already 
been informed. Chief Inspector Flagstaff 
: ' has requested 2 dletailech in ventory of the 
The captain managed to escape from the 1) Let's not /ose hope. The pirates | missing pieces. 
ia 


island where he was being kept prisoner. ) . 
The collections are saye ts he bad news is fi es Aap — sap — 


that they're in the hands of pirates who Malbckers will cmuasletie A detailed inventor’ ?! Heavens, look 
work for the Triads. pee ithe through Wong Kong around us, my chilelt 


and Macao. 


We /ack the room to store our 20,000 crates, Miss Ti: Taking inventory in 
this chaos ’s simply impossible ... 


These hangars aren't protection enough 
ele ee and the ied 
i wrometric conditions are less than 
What clo you mean? Aren't the & inal fa some of the pieces. /’m Doctor, one of the crates fell 
collections finally safe here? considering a transfer to and broke open! There was a 
fe the Wufe +s el casket inside ... Come and see! 


A FEW SECONDS LATER, THE CURATOR AND 
HIS ASSISTANTS HAVE GATHERED AT THE SITE 
OF THE ACCIDENT. 


By all the gods! A casket from ... the Ch'in 
dynasty! And this terracotta statue, such 
unrivalled craftsmanship! How is it that 
/'ve never seen it before?! 


This crate i's from a lot of items 
from the first imperial dynasty. 
Most of the pieces couldn't even 
examined before the evacuation 
o the collections from the Palace 
luseum in February 1933. 


All of these are ... 2,500 years ole! 
Magnificent. What's this? They look like 


. scrolls. / cannot resist the urge ... 


Go on, Doctor. 
Read it. 


‘.. and been 2 part of, from the arrival at court of 
young blacksmith Shou Kung unt! my flight 
tomorrow from the Imperial Palace, if the 

Heavens grant me their forgiveness.” 


1 will hide these scrolls inside two statuettes of the Emperor's Guardians. In them | tell the story of how, thanks to 


the blacksmith, our King defeated the six kingdoms and built our empire until his strength 
succeedling in his quest for immortality, he was borne aloft by a dragon goal!’ 


eH / a orl 


failed him and, 


By all the stars! If this text 's authentic 
.. then it is the only writing contemporary 
with the first Emperor of China to make 
it tous! 


If 1 may, Doctor ... Doesn't the 
name Shou Kung remind you of 
anything? The discovery inside 
the Great Wal! ... 


Goodness me! How did | not make 
the connection!? It would be an ... 
extraordinary coincidence! 


What about this? It was in 
the casket too. 


It looks like 2 simple mechanical device. 
Simple but sturdy. How strange. What 
could it possibly have been for? ... 


Let's not stay here. Take everything 
to my office. 


HAS FINISHED READING THE TEXT writings mention. 
CAE CK ALTE ONTO DELICATE seer 
1L. 


a (NE Accoraling to this register and the reference on the 
crate, this red wood casket cloes have 2 ‘twin brother’ V) 


The two caskets are part of as- 
yet unexamined collections from 
the Peking Palace Museum, No 
one’s come up with any serious 


AN HOUR LATER, THE CURATOR It hes to be insiele the second statuette this Shao's | 


Extraordinary! We simply must find 
the remainder of this account! 


Ze 
CS 
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Does your register say on which ship the second 


crate was supposed to be loaded: 


—which most likely contains the other statuette ... 


hypothesis as to where the 


Yes — Dolphin 4! However, it a/so says that both if 
crates were supposed to be on board! So, how 


lid this casket even come to us? 


... that the second half of Shao’s text isin 
the hands of the traffickers! 


I'm calling Flagstaff in Hong Kong right 
away. /' give him the description of the 
casket we're looking for! 


aa 
(= 


One of you must a/so head to London 
and have the meta/ object and the first 
page of Shao's account cated. We're not 
equipped to alo it properly here, and we 
cannot announce our discovery without 
being certain. | con't went to risk ridicule! 


statuettes came from, though ... 
or suspected thet they contained 


During the loading of Dolphin 4, the captain 
stormed out of the bridge and chased away 
the men bringing the last few crates, claiming 
his ship wes too heavy./ had to split the crates 
between the other ships. Which 

means ... 


My friend Professor Singleton from the 
archaeology department of University 
College in Lonclon hes the most advanced 
dating equipment iin the worle. I’m sure 
he'll be happy to let us use it. Let's contact 
him right away! 


Hello? Captain Piang? ... This is The 
Hare’. |'m calling from Taiwan .../ have 
@n important message for General 
L/Hst. Quickly, write this down! 


HEADQUARTERS OF GENERAL L/ HSI, 
SOMEWHERE IN SOUTHERN YUNNAN. 
IN THE CABIN THAT HOUSES THE OFFICE 
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... Our intelligence assets are adamant: the Allied attack on 
Lhasa is imminent. Huang-ti's spirit alone knows what will 
happen once Communists and Nationalists are rid of the 
threat of the Yellow Empire. This means we must speed up 
the deployment of our troops north of Hong Kong and 
take advantage of — 


[ Yes, General. The Nationalists ] 


/ gave orders not to be 
interrupted, Sergeant! 
Who dlares defy them? 


Captain Prang. He says he’s 

received capital information 

from one of our spies in 
Taiwan ... 


A FEW MINUTES LATER, CAPTAIN PIANG /S 
FINISHING HIS REPORT ON THE DISCOVERY 
OF SHAO'’S SCROLL IN TA/WAN. 


have the artefacts. Dr Sun 
Sun-i, the chief curator 
at the Palace Museum, has 


Already clone, General. She and her team will be 
ready to recover the artefacts and the analysis 
results and will send them directly to us, 


| What about the second part of the text, the one the 1 


Ji 


; q 
Gentlemen, the ultimate battle has begun between Py 
our enemies. Our time to act is coming! q 


pirates have? Shouldn't we contact Hong Kong and. 
Fes 


«Mr Chou? Done as well. His Triad is still 
/oyal to us. He will personally investigate the 


network of antique traffickers. He's hoping — 


that once we are masters of Hong Kong, we 


will remember his service ... 


’... For some unknown reason, Basam- 
Damela then interrupted his terrifyingly 
bellicose speech on Radio Lhasa. We 
are just receiving confirmation that 
@ squadron of British Swordfishes 
took of f from Ormuz about two hours 
ago. It should reach the capital of the 
Yellow Empire any moment now...’ 


J AT THAT VERY MOMENT, DESPITE THE FRANTIC FIRE FROM 
THE ENEMY ANT/-A/IRCRAFT BATTERIES, THE SWORDFISH 
SQUADRON LED BY CAPTAIN BLAKE AND PROFESSOR 
MORTIMER ARRIVES WITHIN SIGHT OF THE TYRANTS 
IMPERIAL PALACE. 


SS =a : he 


—< 0 We're with you, Blake! 
=o ~~ PR! Good /uck fs us all! 
<E 7 UN 


Too late, Basam-Damdu! Too late! ... You should prepare 
yourself to appear before the infernal juclge with honour!!! } 


AT THAT MOMENT, THE BOMB DROPPED BY BLAKE EXPLODES! 

.. L/KE A SIGHT FROM HELL ITSELF, THE SKY CATCHES ON FIRE, 

ANNIHILATING IN ONE FELL SWOOP EVERY MISSILE LINED UP 

INSIDE THE LAUNCH BASE. THE FIERY BREATH SWEEPS OVER 

THE IMPERIAL PALACE, WHICH COLLAPSES LIKE A HOUSE OF 

CARDS, AND THE PROUD CITY SPRAWLING AT ITS FEET LIGHTS 
UP LIKE A TORCH ... 
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ITS MISSION OVER, THE SQUADRON TURNS ROUND AND HEADS BACK TOWARDS ITS BASE, LEAVING BEHIND A VISION ! 
OF APOCALYPSE. CAPTAIN BLAKE MAKES A TERSE REPORT TO ADMIRAL GRAY. 


a Weak 


/ know what you're thinking, 
Francis, but you know we 


had no other choice ... 


Ear 


( / know, Philip. Thank you. 
As my first instructor 
used to say: ‘It's a nasty 
Job, but someone's got 
todoit...’ 


Mission accomplished — raid 
successful! 


That said, | would have done the exact same thing 
»» EXCEPT A HAND, EMERGING 9 If I'd been in their shoes. That crazy emperor 


LL THE WAY TO THE OLD THRONE ROOM. (ACE NARS OATES: deserved exactly what he ... Wait! Where did he 
NOTHING MOVES... T 


lias ; go, anyway? He can’t have just venish— 
oon 7 
“Aly, Nae 


By the devil! We didn't stand a 
chance against that accursed 
Professor Mortiner’s Swordifishes! 


Behind the statue of Buddha... A passage 
w/t leads toa secret hangar... / built 
the Red Wig ll there for the emperor's 
personal use, It’s... readly to take off... 


sraaperamemeerreaeraneoree | 
iit isn’t the good Dr Sun Fo! It 


hooks like bested sycophants are 
as hard to kill as cockroaches! 


Is 


Help you?! What 2 surprising 
request from aman who not 15 ff 
minutes ago was willing to let me 
be executed. | think 1/ leave you 


a CEO 
aS ae 
Pe AG) 


o> 


here instead. Say hello to the 
Allied troops for me. 


WF eS , 


HAVING PULLED THE DOCTOR OUT FROM UNDER THE AFTER AN EXHAUSTING TREK THROUGH THE BOWELS IDDENLY GREETS OLRIK LEAVES HIM 
DEBRIS, THE COLONEL HAS FOLLOWED HIS DIRECTIONS, OF THE HIMALAYAS, THE PAIR APPROACH A SOURCE SPEECHLESS. 
FINDING THE LIFT BEHIND THE STATUE OF BUDDHA, WHICH OF LIGHT. 
HAS LED THEM DOWN TO A LONG, DEEP TUNNEL. - Well, Colonel? | take it 
" you're not disappointed 
you trusted! me? 


Fantastic! What are those strange ‘ .../ can remotely contro/ the propellers that make 
circular hatches for, though? - Thanks to this taking off or bee vertically possible ... Goodness! The 
= Chinese will 

That's one of the ideas | stole from welcome me 
Professor ie: when | was ae z wat ‘h sa arms 
him in his Karachi prison. It allows LC mn exchange for 
the aircraft to combine the advantages such amachine! 
of a helicopter with those of 2 plane. 


.. an extremely useful feature in certain mountainous 
areas. This device can also contro/ the aircraft within a 
radius of several miles. Finally, this version is equipped 
with 2 jamming system thet will hiele it from enemy radar. 
As for the vest, it flies the same as the previous models. 


... to give you a reprieve, 
yes. It's just run its course. 


to activate the set engines ... 


| THANKS TO ITS NEW PROPELLERS, THE AED Latls soon. Oh, ool Th y |] AS THE ENGINES KICK IN, THE PROPELLERS 
wee L gon a e contro/s are 
WING RISES EFFORTLESSLY. Seti evans tana eine Cre IMMEDIATELY STOP TURNING AND THE AIRCRAFT 
; 3 Ts pA RETURNS TO ITS PRIMARY NATURE: A FLYING 
& OM eX SS : WING FIGHTER JET. 


MEANWHILE, THOUGH, GATHERING THE TWO SECONDS LATER, THE SAFETY BOLTS THAT LOCK 
THE PROPELLERS IN PLACE DURING HORIZONTAL 


LAST OF HIS STRENGTH, DR SUN FO 
DRAGS THE RED WINGS REMOTE-CONTROL FLIGHT SLIDE OUT OF THEIR HOUSING. 


BOX TO HIMSELF AND PUSHES A BUTTON 
«.. BEFORE LOSING CONSCIOUSNESS. 
Now you, too ... Colone/... are on borrowed! 

time ... 


THE CRADLES HOLDING THE HEAVY BLADES 
BEGIN VIBRATING WITH THE WIND, IMMEDIATELY 
DESTABILISING THE AIRCRAFT'S FLIGHT. 


Bs 


x. 


SLOWING DOWN re ee 
7O REDUCE THE a 
VIBRATIONS, THE PILOT 
SUDDENLY CATCHES 


SIGHT OF A NEW 4 
By the devil! Fighter. 


DANGER. 


Leader to flight. Unidentified aircraft 
sighted. It appears to be iin trouble ... 
Spread out for a first observation pass. 


= FROM HIS BOAT, SAILING UP THE MEKONG IN 
r A REMOTE PART OF YUNNAN ... 


aE 
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TAKEN BY SURPRISE, OLRIK MUST CALL 
UPON ALL OF HIS MASTERY OF FLYING 
TO MAINTAIN HIS HEADING. 


COMING STRAIGHT 
AT THE AED WING, 
A PATROL OF P-54 
MUSTANGS FROM 
GENERAL L/ HSI‘S SMALL 
AIR FORCE DISCOVER 
THE UNKNOWN, 
ERRATICALLY-FLYING 
AIRCRAFT. 


FATHER ODILON WITNESSES THE UNEXPECTED 


ENCOUNTER TAKING PLACE IN THE SKY ABOVE. 


B) Rumbling cassowaries! Those are some of that miscreant 


L/Hsi's P-54s! What in thunders that rec machine, 
though? ... Tuong, hand me the binoculars! 


P-54s ... flown by Chinese pilots?! Li Hs Patro/ Leader to flying wing. 
Where do they come from? |'ve You're in forbrdelen airspace. Identify 
never seen those roundel/s ... yourself. 


we Ges 
STUNG BY THE TONE, THE PROUD | y WHILE THE DAMAGED FIGHTER 
COLONEL, WHO HAS NEVER LIKED BEING THE COLONELS ONLY ATTEMPTS TO RETURN TO ITS BASE 
GIVEN ORDERS, ANSWERS HAUGHTILY. ANSWER, THIS TIME ‘TO r y j Sy} NEARBY, THE OTHER TWO P-S4S 
a UDDENLY AND, | ; , 
FAA AB ETARIOE / IMMEDIATELY COUNTERATTACK. 
THE RED WING'S MUCH \ y A f 
HEAVIER FRAME, RUN 
STRAIGHT INTO ‘ONE 
OF THE MUSTANGS. 


Follow us ov we wil/ oye 
open fire. There will Yael 
be no other warning. 


fi THE HOT-HEADED OLRIK PREPARES .. OLRIK 1S STUNNED TO 
TO FIGHT FOR HIS LIFE. 


ETS FIND OUT THAT HIS OWN 
75 ij MACHINEGUNS ARENT 
\ | : es 2 fy EVEN LOADED! 


. \ GY /f_. Red Wing to Chinese 
wal N\s 
a h } 
i 


pilots. Cease fire! | am 
unarmed. | surrender ... 
Insignificant little insects! \\ @ 
You have no idea of the 
| firepower of a Kea Wing! 
4 Come on! 


L’'Hs/ Patro/ Leader to Kea! Wihg. I'm going to take 
position ahead of you, Follow me at 2 reasonable 
) olistance. Make even one suspicious move and my 
wingman will shoot you clown without warning. 
E 


OLRIK HAS NO OTHER CHOICE BUT TO FOLLOW HIS GUARDIANS DOCILELY ... 


We're here. Land, now! a 
On that strip for single-seat fighters?! 


CH 
+e It's too short for my flying wing! 
7 NN 


... UNTIL THE SMALL FORMATION ARRIVES IN SIGHT OF GENERAL LI HSI'S 
HEADQUARTERS, HIDDEN IN THE MIDDLE OF VAST EXPANSES OF VEGETATION. 


USING EVERY BIT OF HIS SKILL AS A PILOT, THE COLONEL 
CAREFULLY NUDGES THE NOSE UP AND SHUTS DOWN THE 
ENGINES SO THAT THE PROPELLERS WILL START ... 

5 Ss 


THE PROPELLERS COME 
BUT THE HEAVY MACHINE BACK TO LIFE A HANDFUL 
ee me | eae 
/ 
EWEN el ENE IN THEIR AX/S OF ROTATION. 
No! | will not end like this! 
Power, curse it! | neeal more 
power! 


UNARMED, NOT KNOWING WHAT'S LEFT IN 
y HIS FUEL TANKS, OLRIK OBEYS. SOMEHOW, 
| HE MANAGES TO LINE THE RED WING UP 
: WITH THE LANDING STRIP ... 


THE KED WING IS BARELY 
30 FEET ABOVE THE GROUND 
WHEN THE MIRACLE OCCURS 


AND THE PROPELLERS ROAR ¥ 


AT FULL POWER ... 


| MEANWHILE, FATHER ODILON HAS RETURNED 
TO THE VILLAGE WHERE HE /S STAYING, DEEP 
INSIDE THE HSI-SHUANG-PAN-NA JUNGLE, AND 
HURRIES TO CONTACT HIS SUPERIORS IN LAOS. 


3°" Rambling casso- 
my.) werres! Woulel you 


A believe it?! 
PRE 


«That's right, Father. Some sort of bright- 
red flying wing ... With Yellow Empire 
rounde/s... Yes. General L/ Hsi's pilots 
attacked it, then escorted it ... Probably 
to their headquarters, yes ... 


Colonel! Olrik! Basam-Damdu's infamous military advisor ns ‘magnificent racine i 
and head of hs Intelligence Bureau honours us with 2 visit! fefective, oi x our pilots Wi 
D Well strike me blinel! Could 1) With a present, no less. Our pilots will be dehghted when you P ee Ae } 
Sth 2 


this bem true?! ... 


teach them how to i yy this magnificent machine. 5 
; \ me, 
Y) zs ) 


las SS, 


N 


S =| * . 
you. Although, that could be 


= a a 


Take him to the ‘swimming pool’! AFTER A FEW MINUTES’ WALK, THE SMALL GROUP ¥ ; 
7 HAS ARRIVED AT THE EDGE OF THE CAMP. Please, enjoy our luxury pe and relax! 
PRT 7 7 One week is usually enough for our more 
N | \ AR x Boe S stubborn guests, but considering your 
c ce reputation, | think we'll give you a three- 
week ticket from the get-go ... Welcome to 
General L/Hsi's headquarters, Colonel! 


1) 
vite 


THE ORMUZ SECRET 
BASE, ADMIRAL GRAY 


RASS OTR: 
The raid was successful, boys! Both ensenal 7 d KN / Hip, hip, hurray! : 
AT THAT MOMENT, IN and city were clestroyed! Victory is ours!!! Ga K PEIN ] / —y 
i x * vs Bz 


—at 


= ; = Pam UF 
CAN FINALLY GIVE HIS Zl ; q 
oe IETS \ alee, 3/93 
RTS) fait ( 
LF 7 


WITH INDESCRIBABLE i | 
TRANSPORTS OF JOY. I nly 
4 \ A 


“y, 
leeee 
aqg~ 


ian ; il Zi Vig IS 


a a 


— ee : = 
RUN a a We) ar BUT ALREADY, INSIDE THE BASE, THE POST-VICTORY JOY 1S |) Request granted. We all know what 
AE ASAT Ue ie REPLACED BY MUCH-NEEDED REORGANISING. Bnew you... which is why I'm also i 
5 ? . Come back soo, 
GARRISON, WHO HAVE MASSED AS. ol Te Ss Promoting you. ae ee nM, 
UPON THE GLORIOUS ROCK ... Admiral, Sergeant Ahmed Nasir of the 5 Battalion, Makran Levy Staff Sergeant Nasir! 
% Comps, requests authorisation to board a shuttle leaving within the 1 
hour to return to his family. Considering his exceptional service 


record, | support his request for leave. 


mas 


RESTS 


PAH} A\ Be PA \ \ese XY | 
| 4 | 
| ; 2 IN 


You a// know what you have to do. To work, gentlemen. 
Come in, Captain Piang. What wes so important? 


General, Mr Chou has tracked 
clown the casket. The pirates 
sold the cargo to one Lu Peng, 
2 ‘wholesale dealer in stolen 
antiques’ from Hong Kong. 


i 
TWO WEEKS LATER, GENERAL L/ HSI’S |_| 
HEADQUARTERS ... 4 


This Lu Peng has already in Il f Good. Why rush here and bother } 
troduced the goods into his | me now, if that’s the case? 
network of antiques dealers, | a ct 
so the men are actively search- | Because there's a problem 
ing throughout the city. after all, General... 


| The disappearance of partof tf 


the Palace Museum's collections 
has triggered a massive search 
effort along the entire Chinese 
coastline. Controls have been 
increased. According to Mr 
Chou, fineling the casket will 
be far easier than ... takin 

it out of the Colony! He's re- 
quested that we send him a 
smuggler —a 
Westerner. 


We may not have to look far, General. | believe the beast is already in | 


| A Westerner?! He wants me to trust one of those round-eyed i 
Ky 2 cage — right here. 


barbarians to transport our nation’s most important documents?! 
Where does he think I'l! find such 2 rare beast, anyway? 


HEARING THE NAME O1 a) 


A SHORT WHILE LATER, CAPTAIN PIANG HAS COME 
TO RETRIEVE HIS PRISONER — WHO'S SUDDENLY 
BECOME A LOT MORE USEFUL TO HIM. 


/ see this little course of treatment mace 
you shed a few unneecled pounds, Co/one/. 

A Excellent! We're going to need you ... in 
perfect shape! Bring him! 


We stumbled upon a small British plane that had crashed ¥f 
inside our territory, near the Indian border. No survivors 
aside from this soldier — one Sergeant Nasiv—whom we 
feund in that women’s home. Shed taken him in in secret. 


IZ Oe Ni Peg 


17 


a 
PRISONER, OLRIK SUDDENLY SEEMS i 
TO COME BACK TO LIFE ... Vj 
PEAY Pte a Lat Fe 
's go, all of you. The general i 
Js waiting for his guest! 


Al Sac = 9 ... As it happens, Colonel, | have in my ‘possession a family heirloom: a will written centuri 
AN HOUR LATER, if Ss \ ago by my ancestor Ta Lu. In it she speaks of a son she had with one Shou Kung, designate: 


GENERAL L/ HS/ KE Zo, SY heir to Emperor Shib-huang-t! ... 
HAS ALMOST peeenail = . d q wr 
FINISHED ay. . br : 


EXPLAINING 
TO OLRIK HIS 
REASON FOR 
SUMMONING 
HIM. 


Uf that text is true, then I'm the last Would that document alone, written by an unknown poor 
descendant of Shou Kung...and woman, convince the Chinese people, though? Unfortunately, 
therefore the heir of the First no. ll be accused of scheming ... | 
Emperor! Could anyone whose 
ambition Is to rule over China 
dream of a better lineage?! 


Once we've assembled al/ the texts, 
/ shall have ample proof of my 
dlivine ancestry. Then, with my army 
and your Kec! Wiha, | will take Hong 
Kong, and soon a// of China will 
turn its back on Communists and 
Nationalists alike to flock to my 
banner! A new empire will be born! 


poe] 
Hence the value, if I’ve got this right, of this | 
Shao fellow's manuscript, as it mentions Shou } 
Kung and substantiates that 
inheritance’ story ... 


Exactly! | have a team in Lonalon working on recovering Shao’s 
written introduction and the analyses of the British experts. 
Another of my agents has infiltrated Dr Sun Sun-i's entourage 
and will steal the first half of the text and bring 


it to Hong Kong. 
\ , by 3 


We give you a chance to save ] 
wierebie ke end you pete | 


Calm clown, Capta 
= 


Him... In that case, I'm just the man 
you need, General. A professional 
spy, white, unscrupulous and fearless, 
who can easily infiltrate British 
society... and can fly a Kea! Wing! 
) We just need to agree on 2 price, 
that’s all! 


Hmm ... Let's table payment for my services | SUDDENLY THE COLONEL STOPS, HIS TRAIN OF THOUGHT. Gentlemen! If we can agree on the 
fornow The only urgent problem that needs \ DERAILED BY A SMALL ARTICLE ON THE LAST PAGE OF logistics | will need, then | think we 
to be solved is that my face must be on THE SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST. will clo great things together ... 
wanted posters all over the world. |'m going} = n 
to have to find the— | : If you need a disguise, our intelligence 

| > service will provide you with everything 


SE 
Speaking of reconstruction, your remote-controlled 
helo-haulers are doing wonders! Such 2 time 
savings for our architects when they lack cranes 
and workers so cruelly. 


He 


ae es EA x ZAI Good! Lonel! So much ruin... 


Yes, old chap. But, we wil! rebuild! And, once more, 1 
civilisation’s had the last word! Let's hope that it 


will be for good thr 
7 


is 
I 


f / explored this new techno/ogi 


avenue during my imprisonment in 
Karachi. That's how | got the iclea for 


our new defensive weapon, actually 


timell! 


/ have to head to my meeting at the Foreign 
Office right away. Shall we meet at Scotland 
Yara at 3:00 pm as agreed? 


«./ can still see that blasted Dr Sun 
Fo poring over my notes without 


te b nat Quite. Until then, 1'// go and check on the 
understanding a thing: 


progress of the work at University College. My 

friend Professor Singleton asked! for one of 

my helo-haulers so the stuclents can resume 
1 their classes as quickly as possible, 


[= ... WHILE MORTIMER OPTS FOR | 
WHI WALKING TO BLOOMSBURY 
ne AND .. 

ts Tir ¥ 


+ ale 


May the god's of the heavens and 


historian from China: Professor Tung Pao. Professor Tung, this is the ¥} the sea watch over you lari ing oe 


famous Professor Philip Mortimer ... who's supposed to go to Hong }] sourney, honourable colleague. 


INSIDE THE MAJESTIC ENTRANCE HALL, 

As ee 

THE DIRECTOR. Kong in a couple of clays _s if 'm not mistaken ...? ae you pak oe Yi exppectel ate 

Time is 2 rare commodity for us 

all, I'm afraid. The niceties will 

have to walt, gentlemen. Come, 
Philip. 


Before we begin talking shop, allow me to introduce you to a fellow ] 


ie 


Not yet, no. |’m looking forward to going there... |‘m afraid 
my professional obligations won't leave me much time to visit 
your extraordinary country, but at /east |’// see the Colony. 


Gentlemen, as you know, the fall of the Yellow Empire has led 
to a redistribution of power in Asia, to no one’s sumprise. 


AT_WHITEHALL, 
SEAT OF THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 
AN IMPORTANT 


FOREIGN 
SECRETARY, 
ERNEST BEVIN, 
HAS CALLED IN 
S/R ALEXANDER 
GRANTHAM, 
GOVERNOR 


So 
Tia 
al 


Pact” 


That 1's why | asked Sir Alexander to come back and shed 
light on the situation for us. You have the floor, Governor. 


Gentlemen, the situation in South Asia is volatile. Freed from the threat of the Yellow Empire across their 
western bordler, Mao Tse-tung’s Communists and Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalists have resumed their fratricidal 
war in Chine. The former seem close to victory. My cleputy will show you on the map. 


ee 
Chiang Kai-shek hes already sent collections Fi rightened by the Reds’ advance, refugees from 
from the Palace Museum, along with part of mainland China ere heading to Hong Kong in the 
I his administration, to the island of Formosa — thousands. Here they are, shown in green. Moreover, 


Taiwan. He may even be considering a permanent 
t there. But that’s not all. 


One fighter in particular, from General L/ 
Hsi's forces, doesn't hesitate to violate 
the Colony’s airspace. It sows death 
and destruction in the bay before 

hightailing it back to Ching as soon as 
our Spitfires take off. The locals have 

taken to calling it yu-hsia— the knight 
errant of their legends ... 


Communist tanks are approaching our borclers north 
of Kowloon. 


The very layout of Hong Kong works against us. Our airspace is 
severely limited. As our Spitfires aren't allowed to pursue the 
attacker beyond our borders, a// they can do i's fly around in 
civcles, which isn’t 2 very effective defence. 
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Finally, our troops, as well 2s the population, 
must cleal with constant provocations from the 
warlorals who still terrorise the area. Colonel... 


On that subject, Admiral Gray — 
where are we with our project for 


H 2 new defensive weapon? 


Captain Blake here i's in charge of Not that | mean to rush you, gentlemen, but it is urgently needed. Our ap 

H putting together the future Hong Kong French allies based in Laos relayed to us a report from 2 missionary in the A ke ‘ee/ Wing?! But ... 1 thought 
Auxilary Air Force. With the help of south of Yunnan who claiins to have seen a Red Wig follow some of Li Hsis they‘ all been destroyed by ... 
Professor Mortimer, he’s overseeing P-54s towards the supposed location of the warlords headquarters. 
the development of a flying machine 
adapted to the Colony's small size. 


The one reported /'s apparent, ly of If Chiang Kai-shek yields the mainland altogether Political realism could demand that Great 
an unknown model, fitted with extra to Mao Tse-tung and the last warlords, it may be in the Britain recognise the new masters of China 
propellers. Crown's interest to negotiate with the Communists. in exchange for the preservation of the 


Goo! griehi The idenof that regional advantages of our colony. 
flying wing falling into the wrong 


hands is rather worrisome for 
the safety of Hong Kong. 


to negotiate? Or if General Li Hsi's aemy 
attacks Hong Kong? 


ae ee In that case, our response will be military. Here's en bapa the new We are working day and night, 
/ 


& defensive weapon Professor Mortimer is making for us will be realy in time Mr Secretary. In less than two hours, 
and turns out as formidable as the Golden Rocket or the Swordfishes. |'m meeting Professor Mortimer and 
) my new teams at Scotland Yard to 
olscuss this very topic. Wel! be ready. 
You have my word. 
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JUST AS THE DEBRIEFING ENDS AT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE, MORTIMER LEAVES UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
AFTER A SUCCESSFUL WORK MEETING. 


i 


ondlon once before, when Iwas young, but 
«the builelings were still stancling back then! 


/ must admit that the last war has 
disfigured our fete city. Where are 


you trying to go! 
HZ 


Oh, | see! ... We Chinese are 2 composite 
people too, madle up of multiple ethnic 
groups. Like the people here, all remain 
proud of the distinctive aspects of their 


As they shouled. I've always found 
the sheer age of Chinese civil 
sation fascinating. 


ict 


| i a 


/ beg your parelon, 


Professor Tung, 
but may | be of 
assistance? 


The British Museum. |'m free for a few 


hours and would like to see it. 
OD 
The museum is on my way and! not 
far from here. Let me take you 
there. That way you can te// me 
what brought you to London. 


Me 


Well, | cl have a free hour... 


an 
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D 
ES 


Really? If you have some time, come with me to the museum. 
/1/ tell you the reason behind my coming here, and I'l! have 
the pleasure of showing you a little of our thousands of 


b nisiel taluare years of history. 


I They're going into the museum. Ts’e, Mo, follow them. If you see 
@n opportunity, seize it. But, watch it —/ con't want 2 scene 


ine 


He seems to know the readl-haired man. 


Want me to take care of 
them both, Miss Lo? 


Not in the middle of the 


street, foo/! Let's wait and 
watch. 


lish ... and Scottish, 
ee 


ss 


EVEN AS HE EXPLAINS TO 
PROFESSOR MORTIMER 
HOW HE WAS SENT BY HIS 
BOSS TO USE THE STATE- 
OF-THE-ART FACILITIES AT 
THE ARCHAEOLOGY INSTITUTE 
OF UNWVERSITY COLLEGE, 


HALLWAYS OF THE 
MASSIVE MUSEUM ... 


se FEY BS OF alae e This projectile weapon of Greek origin changed Dr Sun Sun-/ anal | are currently investigating 


PERSIA ARE DISPLAYED. the course of history by giving those who possessed! the crucial role of this ‘smal/ technological 
it a clear advantage over their opponents who advance’ in the history of China. It may have 
only had traditional bows. |t can accurately fire been what allowed the king of Ch’, Ying 


See that? That is the trigger mechanism of a powerful bolt at over 330 feet! Cheng, to vanguish his enemies and unite 
the crossbow above. The soldiers of Persian ‘eid - the i hie ice rival hinges = Oo 


king Seleucus | ave recorded as using it after 
Alexander the Great's armies had passed 


through. Perhaps that is where they learnt | What 2 fascinating field of study! ff 


Hee 


the secret of this technology? 


[S| 
Pe /_| 


ws 
: 
@| 
d | RSS 


9 ee pT 

Follow me to the Ch/in Dynasty displays. You'l se SO CLOSE, IN FACT, THAT THE 4 / beg your pardon, Professor I be right 

understand. PROFESSOR SUDDENLY BELIEVES back —an urgent phone cal! / forgot | had 
ke 


HE'S SEEN THE DANGER ... 


// 
&| i= Ahi Here we ave.lt’reasy to . Of course. 1'// be in this room. 

| bo get turned around in this / | Ad 2all v/s | 
if “4 | 
lpm! 4 PS) | 
») GENE || 
B | 
A E A | 


eg = f : 
Mee 


AS HE WALKS BESIDE HIS GUIDE, MORTIMER’S 
INSTINCT 1S CALLING OUT TO HIM: A THREAT /5 
LOOMING OVER THEM, CLOSE BY ... 


VT ca ReFtecrion 
\ ON A CASE. 
ARS NT 


BUT, WHERE HE ANTICIPATES SUR- AND WHEN HE TURNS al H FEELING A LITTLE FOOLISH FOR 
PRISING THE STRANGER, INSTEAD AROUND ... 
MORTIMER FINDS ONLY A FEW 
V/SITORS WHO PAY HIM NO 
ATTENTION WHATSOEVER. 


CIRCLING AROUND THROUGH A 
SIDE HALLWAY, THE PROFESSOR 
HURRIES BACK TOWARD THE 
SPOT WHERE HE SAW THE. 
MAN WHO APPEARED TO BE 
WATCHING THEM. 


A 


|| SEEING DANGER EVERY WHERE, 
MORTIMER REJOINS 
PROFESSOR TUNG ... 


Wel, 1’// be! He's leaving. 
/ could have sworn ... 


A dilapidated section of the wall collapsed, Dr Sun Sun-i, then @ young Deputy 
revealing its composition. Among the stones Capstone of th ec Pslaee Misa | We 
This whole i ‘gation beaiins in 1932 Line? were found bones of the slaves of the first called! in. 

LLThs WEBI RSGRERIT DEGURE near LIR-CS0, emperor That wasn’t the first time, of course. 
in the Chinese province of Kansu, at the foot 


of the first foundations of the Great Wall. 


/mmediately, my master’s mind conjured up 
the question: what could this Shou Kung 

N have done that was so extraordinary to 
receive both pass and bracelet? 


The ‘splint’ turned out to be an Imperia/ 
pass delivered by — quoting from memory 
— the grateful Imperial Court to Shou 
Kung, who had come from the “silk border” 


: to bring salvation to the kingclom of Chin, 
Sul haorgeirinperd as the Oracle had predicted’. then, would he have ended 
seal, i z 4p among the slaves forced to build 
x J the Great Wall? 


skeleton wearing a kind 
of curved bamboo splint 
tied to his ankle, as well 


Oi 


Ie 


1) 


We had! to wait until the beginning 
of this year and, because of the 
Communist forces’ Progress, the 
transfer of the crates to Taiwan 
fora fortunate accident’ to put 


All the collections and archives were packed into crates that, over 
fifteen years, travelled several thousand miles! It was impossible 
to do any serious research in such conditions. 


Exactly! My master decided 
to pursue his investigations by 
exploring the Imperial collections. 
piesa was bound to offer 


more information about Shou 


Kung. Unfortunately, the year 
was 1933, and the Nationalist 
authorities were forced to senal 
the collections away from the 
Japanese invaders. 
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us back on Shou Kung’s trail. But 
. Ah! Here we are, just at the 
cases we want to see. 


[a oll 


‘ Look carefully at this hole in the heavy armour of a 
ae ges Ser sal stat be kingcom SON, soldier. This simple hole ald be ies 4 
4 to a discovery that will completely change our colleague, that if the Heavens clo not 
allow us to meet again soon, | will sencl 


Warring States period. The Kingdom historizal theorieel 
of Chih defeated all six of its enemies, ustorical theories: = x you a copy of our results, 
and/ its king, Ying Cheng, became the 
fiest Emperor of China under the 
ea itary in the year 


: 1 
5 £1") a Ah, 
Mite Sai | 


Your watch has just reminded me of my appointment 
in Scotland Yard! | must leave you now, Professor. But 
/ will be cdlelighted to read the end of your fascinating 
investigation in a scientific magazine. 


They're splitting up. Excellent. Drive up to him 


Hy Are you sure you don't want me to 
wand be quick, 


QUICKLY, THE TWO MEN EXIT THE MUSEUM, AND ; drop you off? 
PROFESSOR MORTIMER FLAGS DOWN A TAX). oI a 
No, thank you. You're already /ate, 
and | feel hike walking. | con't think 
ety the Savoy /s far from here. 
(SR a eT 


/'m such a scatterbrain! | cicn’t even give Driver, quick! Go into reverse! /t’s a matter 
Unley anders Tecghon Prosenee REFLEXIVELY, MORTIMER TURNS AROUND TO SEE IF of iste clesth! 
Ting Cote! Cenk aon't inean to stey THE CHINESE HISTORIAN IS STILL INSIGHT, AND... WH 

aa het ae 


in touch with him. 
By Jove! What ... ?! Those ruffians are trying L 
to kidnap him! Don't waste time! I’m cloubling your fare! 
S And honk, too! We need to attract the 


SS] 
sy the Great Dragon's forked tail! What J Hurry Up! gR@% The police are coming! Ki Take this, you /out! 
on earth is that?! i — Z = a] = x 
ee , MAB eel 
Help! Police! 
| oh _ 
| Ny 


we're leaving! 
mu CH THE ATTACKERS’ CAR SPEED | 
AWAY DOWN SOUTHAMPTON ROW... Fj 


Av 
ae 


Mo! Ts’e! In the car! Forget it — ad | | 
4 mal es H Rhee poe IS FORCED TO 


all 


aie 


2? Lani TO PRESS CHARGES, THE CONSTABLE HAS LITTLE 
a et CHOICE BUT TO WISH THEM GOOD DAY AND 
fii ire I ecoee oeet CONTINUE HIS ROUNDS. 


TURNS RIGHT TOWARDS THE THAMES. THE PURSUERS 
HAVE NO HOPE OF CATCHING UP TO THEM. 


Ye How! A, uu injured? 
‘ou poor fe, ownalre yon _ 
No, no, I'm fine. | clon't know h 
thank you ... 


Kidnap me?! Whatever for? Now, Professor, unless you mean to offend me, 
you must accept my invitation to dinner. Tonight, 


aay paved Waive s orelge 8:30 pm at the Savoy's restaurant? 


tourist and were after my 
money, that's all! 


. WHERE, WITH ONE LAST SCREECH OF IVRES, IT | What clid those people want with SINCE NEITHER MORTIMER NOR TUNG WISHES 


BT 


MORTIMER DOESNT NEED MUCH IN 
THE WAY OF CONVINCING, ESPECIALLY 
AS HIS FRIEND ALWAYS OFFERS 
EXCELLENT ADVICE, THE DRIVE FROM 
SCOTLAND YARD TO PARK LANE /5 
LONG ENOUGH TO RECOUNT THE 
EVENTS OF THE AFTERNOON. 


. Now you know everything, Francis. 
/ can’t wait to meet up with Professor 
Tung and hear the rest of his story. 


ll] lW | ] 


pC 
Wa Iy})... 
SLATE 


i= Sie 
sane 


fad 


| have just enough time to change before 
dinner. Being put up by Mrs Benson when 
/ stay in Lond/on is 2 godsend. It’s so much 
more convenient than 2 hote/! 


You only have to say the word if you'd 
like to rent 2 room year round, you know. 
Our good Mrs Benson adores you. 


\ | 4 lol 


y 


The director of University College joined 
Professor Tung in his room with a small bag anal 
2 cardboard folder. A few minutes /ater, 
they came out empty-handed. Professor 
Tung headed towards the dining room ... 


the Englishman | 


... AND IS DROPPED OFF BEFORE THE SAVOYS ENTRANCE. 


And now, old chap, tel! me every detail about 
the adventures that made you late for our 
appointment. 


HALF AN HOUR LATER, 
PROFESSOR MORTIMER [ire 
HOPS INTO THE TAX) Fi | 


a8 


HE'S CALLED ... 


l 


I 
ILE 


WORRIED ABOUT KEEPING HIS 
HOST WAITING, MORTIMER HURRIES 
INSIDE, NOT NOTICING HIS FRIEND 

PROFESSOR SINGLETON ... 
— 


So Professor Tung has the 
pieces again, along with their 
analysis report. And if that 
red-bearded man arrived 
wearing a dinner jacket, it 
means Tung invited him to 
otener. Therefore ... the object 
and the documents will be in 
his room all evening, unguard- 
ed. At last, good prospects. 
/ will watch the clining room 
while you, Mr Ts’e, keep an eye 
on the entrance hall...and 
Mr Mo goes to 4 
search the room. 


MEANWHILE, MORTIMER HAS JOINED PROFESSOR You're right, my friend. Those people wanted to steal the precious antiques | brought 
TUNG PAO AND CONFESSED HE DOESNT BELIEVE from China to have authenticated. 
HIS ATTACKERS WERE MERE THIEVES. Z 


Sl] eee 2 e} C ews didn't you file a complaint 
| AS : 


with the police, then? 


/n my clesive to be as discreet as ‘possible, 
/ entered the United Kingclom without 
declaring those pieces. Therefore, filing 
@ comp/aint would be both pointless 
and... delicate. Youll understand the 
situation better once you hear the rest 
of my story, though ... 


In view of the progress of the People’s Liberation eign F 
wosousrrorsneanugseyres ||| ortho Reiotanngstamre ge ||| gohentnmresirte bom te | 
TOWARDS THE HOTEL'S ROOMS. Enare ancraen/cpice/ treatunes te saety [ney fell tt contained 2 bonnacouta statiette 
- = from the Chin period, as well as another, 
SS curious object. The statuette's base had 
rmm\\- AMZA broken, and we dliscovered it contained 2 


C 
WYAA Wi RING | scroll: a text from the hand of one Shao 
Y x || | —or more accurately, half a text. 


Shao introduces himself as a Shao begins his story by recounting how, by the year 224 heen at ar eis oe 08 
historian and an advisor to Li Ssu, BC, the king of Chin had already defeated the kings ee Piso Chic oven d5O Veare 
chancellor to the king of Chin, Ying of Han, Chao, Yen and Wei, but his realm wes at risk ala whevcouh lof influenc Z the 
Cheng. The very same who would of being crushed by its neighbours Ch’u and Ch’, whose fi ae Be, 

become Emperor Si Aih-huang-t! soldiers wore armour that was sald to be invulnerable. is . 
after defeating his neighbours —_—- = : Sa 
Pencte Cini pobtors || Vim alls Ree mee eae 
224 BC. How had he managed to SJ tL casibete bisa 4 
sudlelenly prevail? That remained But still very much 


a mystery to historians ... | — China, Professor ... 


= Z 


ss z 
N The old crone read the 
LH) stars and told the court 


what she had ‘seen’... 
1 = 
m7 
| 


WA 


wy 


Call upon your people, o King. One of your | 


subjects will bring you the weapon that will The king considered it, then decided to act 
eee ; x _ | as the oracle had suggested. A call was sent 
prods leh A ee mA ss Such is a ‘he will of the H eave ns, Lor ot If throughout the kin Es im, and clozens of | vassals 
y your g. wn b Ti the saviour of the Ch'in doesn’t inherit rushed to the palace to offer their hel} 
your death ... your heir! the throne, your descendants wil/ be | P ee 


— toppled by outside forces. 
Su 
J nye ’ 


av. 


Nees 


—— 


man 


@) 


a 


But those minor lords, burning with the clesire That Lees cm 4; Y. eg} piet a A 
to ascend to the throne, had more ambition arrived at Bee aR CES OE ERE, 
than real power. The chancellor invited them page ° on ant aegis ey 
to fight each other, and soon the number of re is ”, baad a ley SOE AGE) va vf 
fatalities began to worry the court. If tt kept up, oe . es ch 0 face any of the 
the Chin would soon have no army altogether. HAG SEUEE SOLQIERSS 


SI 
cS 


No one in sight? 
Perfect. 
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L/ Ssu ordered three men to don the heavy armour of Ch’in's enemies 
and face Shou Kung in the central courtyard of the palace. 


The king's soldiers fired, and all were able to witness the lack of range and accuracy of their bows. 


A 
if 
Then, young Shou Kung calmly shouldered his stra ke 


wan 
on/ooi 
ie 
—2 ral 


Shou Kung showed his crossbow to the court. The young man offered to te// the king's and 2 year later, the mighty kingdom 
He told how 2 Persian caravan driver, on armourers how to make those weapons and of Chu surrendered. 
what would become the Silk Road, had shown their deadly ammunition. The king named |) It aN & 7 
Shou Kung general-in-chief of his armies on sie H NCES ha) 

i y 


him the mechanism, and explained how he'd 
the spot... 


managed to improve the bolts’ strength 
through a subtle alloy of tin and lead only 
he knew how to make. 


; 9: .. and become the first Emperor of China under the We know that the Han dynasty 
Pd bao ay Mes | fname Shit-huang-ti N succeeded the Chin, don’t we? 
by an obscure caravan driver, the king piace olidn't this = ge i aaialial 
of Chin had, once and (for all, won the ‘ the empire in the end: 


Warring States’ conflict ... 4 Bay tae! 
: : —~ | Ea ga ea 


That is precisely the question Dr 
Sun Sun-1 and | asked ourselves. 
Unfortunately, that wes all we 
could find in the first half of 
Shao’s text. And, as stated in his 
latrodiuction, the rest must be iin 
another statuette ... that 

was stolen by pirates 

and is still unaccounted 


for today. 
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We asked the Hong Kong 
Marine Police to increase 


their surveillance so that == = - 

the stolen antiquities can’t | | _| 
leave the Colony even if | Ty ne eee 
they're sold, That crate ey nl ( >) h 1 


in particular! | 
IH 


i. 


KO YS 


Now that the Institute of Archaeology has confirmed the | Hole on?! This is the Persian 
authenticity of our find, | must return to my master in Hong mechanism you si howed meat 
Kong and give him the results of the analysis of the object ... the British Museum! 


More like 2 ‘Chinese twin’. 
This is Shou Kung’s original 
mechanism, the very one 
that wes used! as a moclel by 
the king of Chin's armourers. 
And the proof lies in this 
minuscule detail here ... 


/t was hidden inside the casket, along with the statuette that 
contained the first half of Shao’s tale. 


CARES 


This 's incredible! You have the 
actual proof that that young 
metalworker was the one who 
brought victory to the armies 
of the First Emperor! 


The signature of the metalworker who macle the \ 
device. A mandatory mark at the time, which N 
maele it possible to know whom to blame if the 

object was faulty. Well, this crossbow trigger 
mechanism is signed ... Shou Kung! 


joodness! What on earth just happened? 


= 
WS: 


Se a % 
* weg 


va) 


WHILE THE MANAGER EXCUSES HIMSELF TO CHECK 
ON THE ARRIVAL OF AMBULANCES, MORTIMER 
ATTEMPTS TO COMFORT HIS INJURED FRIEND. l 
———a eee | 


Sxl 

aN 

tp 
a 

S m=) 
‘4 


y 
. 


Len 
i an 
A why 


Wass; 


Dr Sun Sun-/... felt he wes being watched 
... So many people would like to get their 
hands on the treasures of the Imperial 
Palace ... 


Calm yourself, Professor. We// 
let the police know. Nothing can 


You con't know them .../ was to meet Dr Sun Sun-/ 


in Hong Kong to review the situation with the 
Mavine Police ... Since luck is sencling you there, 
could you give him this object from me, along 
with ... these analysis results? 


No one would search the famous inventor 


of the Swordfish ... 


happen to you now. 


A 
2 
bis 


Of course. You can count on me. /‘// ki 
be staying at the Peninsula Hote/. E 


i 


PSA), VY 


1 Ho! 
Excellent ... Tomorrow | will inform my master by Now go, before the police arrive, They'// ask too many Haste wee slost 
telegram of your coming. He'll contact you at the ( guestions./...1'// return to China as 500M 25 ... pCR 
Penmsula... You'll recognise him easily. He's well 0 
dressed and... always wears half-moon spectacles ... 


SEEING THE AUTHORITIES ARRIVE, MORTIMER RELUCTANTLY 
LEAVES PROFESSOR TUNG AND EXITS THE HOTEL DISCREETLY, 


What's going on? 
TAKING WITH HIM THE OBJECTS LEFT IN HIS CARE. 


«; He's 2 famous inventor. We must warn 
the general that this Mortimer is leaving 
fer Hong Kong with the object and the 
documents. He'// be sure to arrange & 
welcoming committee for him 


Mr Mo failed. Tung 
gave the pieces to 
the recheacled 

WM) Englishman. 
(YW | checked... 


ei 
me ayo 


Ny . 
Fr ibs 
<—>p Seaice 


AT THAT INSTANT, ANOTHER TRAGEDY 
/S UNFOLDING SEVERAL THOUSAND 
MILES AWAY, ABOARD THE SHIP THAT'S 
TAKING DR SUN SUN-/ AND HIS 
ASSISTANTS TO HONG KONG. 


AS ON EVERY NIGHT SINCE THEY 
LEFT TAIWAN, THE CURATOR 
AWAITS HIS HEAD OF SECURITY'S 
LAST ROUND. 


Tr 
| Ab! You're 2 tad late 
tonight, Miss T% 


TWO DAYS AND MANY STOPOVERS LATER, A CANADAIR C4 
ARGONAUT BEGINS ITS APPROACH TO KAl TAK AIRPORT IN 
KOWLOON, NORTH OF THE ISLAND OF HONG KONG. 


INSIDE, PROFESSOR MORTIMER IS EAGER NEVER SUSPECTING THAT HE'S BEING 


WATCHED, THE SCIENTIST LOOKS FOR 
CO Oe OVER 4 CENTLIFL HAS BEEN THE POLICE OFFICER CAPTAIN BLAKE HAS 


THE PRIDE OF THE EMPIRE IN EAST ASIA. PROMISED WILL BE THERE TO GREET HIM. 


ROL 

ene 
els 
— Kh 


We're in Kow/oon here, so That's right, Professor. My mission is to take you to 
Hong Kong is across the bay? yee fess /'m sure you'll find far better guides 
L aa than | there. 
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Professor Mortimer? I’m Chief Inspector ] 
Flagstaff of the Marine Police. Welco! 


me to 


Hong Kong, sin. 
= 
Oh, so you're my guide, then? It’s a 
pleasure, Chief Inspector! 


Z mor ois 
TCG re: rail etaages ibe = 


+: to greet you in his stead, as he’s only coming back 
from London tomorrow. Come; let me introduce 
you to some eminent members of our co/ony ... 


Goodness me, where are my manners?! 
I'm Avnold Fully, deputy governor for 
the colony's commercial matters. Sir 
Alexander Grantham has asked me... 


ib) Professor Mortimer! What an honour it i's 
[} tohave you here! We/come to Hong Kong! 


i 0 
EN tA 
Walls 
,- hn - \) hy Sid 
A) B 7) 
Professor Mortimer, meet Danie/ } Mr William Gibbons 1's American. He came to us from Shanghai, .. and finally, Mr Nathan Chese. He, 
Dudlell end Ch’ang T%. One is from where he had to abandon his stee/ mill following the retrocession too, has just arrived in Hong Kong... 
of the international concession by the Crown and the US ... I 


Wales and the other from Canton. 


Both work in the import-export 
business. 


Which hasn't stopped him from 
giving me a drubbing at chess. It's 
2 complete breach of etiquette! 
A newcomer should Jose to the 
old hands! 


is, Si stones. 1 


Ahem ... And here are our chess players ... Mr Brian Thater, 

@ businessman hailing —as you do — from fair Scotland ... 
Welcome to Hong Kong, 
Professor! I'm eager to 
share one of our famous 
single malts with a 
conno/sseur! 


f I'm delighted to meet you, Professor Mortimer. / must leave you for now, i) ?) ITh. things t ) 
After the end of the Second World Wat, | learnt gentlemen. I'm expectect at popes a ae uameaolitan Chin ee } 


that wall unlrowinali been coworkers at B/eten/, the Hong Kong Club and | 4 7 Hl 

Paed Keen reel Bee he ibe lah ‘a Eharoandl id still need to change I see i ee a ee pte j 

minor talent at chess in codle-breaking brainstormin you later, | hope. iar yah eetabeni ir oan! 
9 9 us, Chief Inspector! 


sessions © 


"SEE PLUTARCHS STAFF. 


Mr Key, this is Professor Mortimer. A most First things first, Mr Key — is eae ae a ado pee Aig ite ard 
prestignous guest! His Excellency Sir Alexander there a message for me from se ie 53 v6, Te nam, ana mattenot fact , y 
himself asked me to look after his comfort! one Dr Sun San-i? gee iad 
We/come to the Peninsula, Professor. G f @ A\\ 
Your room Is ready. B eA BN 


Z| 


ae 


. roma 1 ang P20, W\/'msure youundlerstand OF course. My apologies. As soon as the 
imagin } that | cannot ... doctor checks in, can you ask him to get 
yp I 7 in touch with me? 


One more thing .../ have a small package that needs to ... THE RECEPTIONIST PLACES A QUICK PHONE CALL. 
be kept secure, Could you put it in the hotel's safe? — — 


Yes... A Professor Mortimer ... Red hair, beard, 
burly ... He knows Tung Pao ... Yes. He asked if there 
was a message for him from Dr Sun Sun-/... He hadl 
@ package put inside the hotel's safe. Very well. /'// 
= H keep you informed... 
AS MORTIMER GOES UP TO HIS ROOM {| F 

AND THE CONCIERGE LEAVES TO || 
DEPOSIT THE PACKAGE IN THE SAFE ... 


IT IMMEDIATELY TAKES OF F TOWARDS THE. 
HONG KONG CLUB’S BUILDING ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF VICTORIA BAY, THE BODY OF WATER 


kes H eating a 

THE PROFESSOR LEAVES CONG aa 

WK |g OU FA px $ is THAT SEPARATES THE TWO HALVES OF THE 

he eivuare fon BOB de pe LN ba és 
FLAGSTAFF ... 


BA 


OVER THE WATERS OF VICTORIA HARBOUR, MORTIMER DRINKS IN THE BEAUTY OF THE J rs 5 ‘ 
SCENERY, LETTING THE INTOXICATING SMELLS OF ASIA COME AT HIM FROM ALL SIDES. You're wrong. | fell in love with this place the 
moment / got here, three years 2go. /ve been 
What 2 wonderful place! Though | imagine you no longer see hy aliscovering ‘i st aren hip ites i then My 
the view the same way as those who discover it for the first P ald for Hong Kong an Ng ae 

time, Chief Inspector. every aay. 


aN 


ee You see, Hong Kong isn't just the ‘commercial jewel’ of the Empire Then, there's the massive influx 
/must confess this guicle cuty Mr Fully described. This city is also a major hub for global smuggling, of refugees fleeing from the 
is not to my liking. But. | know surrounded by a Chinese sea over which my police have no jurisdiction. civil war that rages on the 
this is not your fault. Forgive continent. And this mess only 
me If I've seemed distant. gets worse with every typhoon 
There are so many urgent , that passes through ... 

matters waiting for me ... 2 ern 
rn Goodness. You're painting a 
picture that's quite different 
from Mr Fuller's postcard, 

indleed. 


Don’t worry, Chief Inspector. As soon as my feet are on ON THE CHIEF INSPECTOR’S ORDERS, 
THE POLICE LAUNCH CHANGES COURSE 


Don’t think | clon’t love Hong Kon dry land again, | won't be bothering you any more. /’m 

anyway. It’s just that I’m a 2 ison to yocarite for myself. | just pets 11 have @ chance TOWARDS A PECULIAR HUDDLE OF 
love it for what it really 1s. Politicians to see the real Hong Kong you've described. BOATS OF ALL SIZES THAT FORM 
os to 9 the world as they'd A SORT OF FLOATING VILLAGE. 
like it to be ... 


/n that case, Professor, I'd like to take advantage of this 
crossing to bring you somewhere no one else ever would. 


... THAT IS ABOUT TO RELEASE 
ITS CROWD OF PASSENGERS ONTO 


THE DOCKS OF KOWLOON. IN A DISTINCT HURRY TO GET ASHORE. 


= RP 
a 
eZ \‘ bo 


4 AMONG THOSE, A DIMINUTIVE MAN SEEMS | 


SSI 


Ki 


pada 

oogs) 

Oo oojne 
An 


Yi) 


| THE MAN HOPS ONTO A RICKSHAW AND ASKS 
TO BE TAKEN TO THE PENINSULA HOTEL ... 


Ive retrieved the first casket and its 
contents ... No, no problems. First | 
drugged the security agent, and then 
/ knocked the doctor out before 
throwing them both overboard... Yes. 
/ reported their disappearance to the 
captain. No one suspected me ... 


. /t was that Professor Mortimer who arrived 
tn Hong Kong in your colleague Tung Pao's place. 
/'ve just been informed at he deposited a 
valuable package in the hotel's safe. The man 

has a reputation for being clever. We're going 

to have to be more cunning... 


ss WHERE HE HEADS DIRECTLY 


TOWARDS THE PUBLIC PHONES... ¥ 


Good. You're going to make your 
way to the bar called The Lost Sailor, 
behind the docks, ten minutes 
from the Peninsula. There you'll 
meet a Mr Chou... Youll/ recognise 
him easily from the scar on his 
cheek. He’s waiting for you with 
farther instructions. Don’t keep 
him waiting. 


P=]0) 


pe 


Mr Chou? .../'m Tieh Han ... Captain Piang 
sent me. 


/n the meantime, come with me. My informants MEANWHILE, CHIEF INSPECTOR FLAG- 
STAFF'S LAUNCH HAS STOPPED IN A 


have brought me news of the second casket. It i ¥ 

wes sold to an antiques dealer from Wan Chai SMALL ‘STREET’ OF THE SPRAWLING 
by the name of Yenchiu. | was walting for you FLOATING VILLAGE. 

to go and check whether it's authentic. 


SS 2 a 


a” . Professor Mortimer, may | introduce Miss Tzu? She takes 

a in orphans fleeing the civil war in mainland China. They‘ve 
pO been arriving by the thousands ... leat 
= 


ts os ie 


| 
ay 


4 


More and more of them are attempting to come Speaking of which, Tzu, | need a small Buddha You're @ good man, Chief Inspector. 
pois the Pear/ River, and, ea after el statue to give to 2 friend. 
Sich at a eas Pe sonal PEG Miss (SU agate, aa Oh, I'm also doing this in my own interest. 
ae es en stern decal oper 2 | Right away, Chief Inspector. Thank Every orphan Mie. Tzu bakes hand today 
needs, she sells to tourists thé bitktoacks you Velie ts one less delinquent I'l/ have to chase later 

ey raUVeninpatie teacher eben inen sft e ex .» Besides ... Did you know that every object 
is Mt :: ie = — purchased here brings /uck to its buyer? 


i 


i It's a mala. lts 408 beacls represent the trials Buddha 
H |) Aac/to enalure on his way to enlightenment. 


/s that so? I be 2 foo/ not to take 
advantage of that, then. What's this 
sort of rosary here? 


Oh! | see terrible clangers in your future, 
noble stranger. Death will strike ... You wil/ 
) 4e taken to another world! As long as you 
ave in China, keep this ma/a around your 
wrist. It will protect you! 


i By reciting its beads youll keep evi/ spibits away — 
Ht especially with this one madle of Huanghuals wood! 


MILDLY EMBARRASSED, FLAGSTAFF INVITES Wis Papduncisiaass ee, rae: 
oes ry ot that | want to pry, to what 

HORTHEE TO RETURN ABOARD THE LAUNCH. | of in Asia... Anyway, it's does our colony owe the honour of 
tine to get to Hong Kong. your visit — ana, more importantly, 


Come, Professor. Don’t pay too much heed to |] é ann spel 
Miss Tzu’s words. Zz N oh — ‘0 personally /oo, 


YI 


ae on ee: 
WZ TBS \s 
I Relay J 


/'m in Hong Kong to oversee the final steps 
in the clevelopment of an invention that will 
protect this territory. That sard, I'm also here 
on private business./ have 2 package to give 
to the curator of the Palace Museum ... 


{ Dr Sun Sun-1?! You know him? What 2 


coincidence! I’m supposed to meet with 
hin as soon as he arrives too. 


... and since we must both meet with Dr Sun 
Sun-s, | suggest that the first one of us who 
hears from him informs the other. 


| Excellent suggestion. | must leave you now, 


/ have an appointment at the Hong Kong 
Club in less than 30 minutes. 


all 
By ryaidll 
ioe I 


fF 
2) 
ea) = 
5s aman oa 
You'll make it with plenty of time to rae it's 


that building there, behind the Cenotap 


May | ask why you were going to meet him? 
Knowing that the Communists would stop 
at nothing to recover the archaeological 
co/lections that were removed to Taiwan, 
/ worry about his safety, you see. 


It’s. astrange story that begins by chance 
three pay aa Landen, To iss guite 
honest, I'm happy to be able to discuss 
it with a police officer. 


sa), 


AND MORTIMER TAKES ADVANTAGE OF THE 
CROSSING TO APPRISE THE CHIEF INSPECTOR 
OF THE EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE AT THE 
BRITISH MUSEUM AND THE SAVOY HOTEL. 


aE 
alii 


AND WHILE MORTIMER WALKS LE/SURELY 
TO HIS. DESTINATION, ENJOYING THE 
ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY OF CONNAUGHT 


irs lium 
| Sone 


rm 


Wat 
al, 


iT 
L£LzZ 


a 
[ecmmcoa| | Rae 


... IN THE POPULAR DISTRICT OF WAN CHAI, 
N ABLACK CAR KNOWN TO ALL THE LOCALS 
STOPS BEFORE YENCHIUS SMALL 
ANTIQUES DEALERSHIP. 


WEN 


| WHEN MR CHOU PAYS A VISIT TO A SHOP, 
fH EVERYONE KNOWS THAT A PROTECTION PAYMENT 
HASNT BEEN MADE ON TIME OR THAT A SPECIAL 
SERVICE 1S GOING TO BE DEMANDED. 


IN EITHER CASE, DEATH LURKS CLOSE BY ... AND WOE BETIDE / ; 
THOSE WHO DONT SHOW THE GREATEST CAUTION. tig NP Ws Se ‘ 
y  <_~™. | eee 


/ know, Mr Yenchiu. Do you have the casket? 


I IT dys. 1 
p} The same red wood casket! This i's fantastic! WITH ONE SHARP BLOW, THE DEPUTY 


Le Fis te CURATOR SEPARATES THE STATUETTE 


1 Only its contents matter tous.Hurry Wh | FROM ITS TERRACOTTA FEET... 


up; time Is of the essence. 
FL — Wait! ... This man is mad! This 1s a prece 


| from the Ch'in Dynasty, you kn— 
e NSS) 


What do you make of this? It was secured to 2 tiny nail underneath There's no mistake .. 


Of course, Loreal! Here it is./ left it inside rts 
|| crate, for protection. 


That crate is identical to the one in 
Beigou, yes! 


— 


This is it! The second part of Shao's text! / 
A treasure beyond price! 


. This necklace Is of precisely the same style as the 


the silken cushions. bracelet found on that Shou Kung fellow’s skeleton at the Great Wall. 


This is proof of-— 


Honourable Mr Chou, considering the 
unexpected value of the contents of 
this casket, | hope you'l/ understand 
that a comfortable addition to the 
agreed price... 


Silence is golden too. Stop talking. M 
| E ‘al \ 


PLO 
\— J if 
k 

=! 


/e 
hi: 


You clare renegotiate an agreement macle 
with me?! Miserable foo! ... Tieh Hen, help 
me drag that idiot into the back room. 


a oH 
MEANWHILE, AT THE BAR OF THE HONG || ENGROSSED IN HIS EXAMINATION OF THE NEWS- | IMMEDIATELY, MR CHASE LAUNCHES INTO 
KONG CLUB, A WAITING MORTIMER READS | H PAPERS PESSIMISTIC PROJECTIONS REGARDING THE } AN IMPASSIONED PLEA TO BE ALLOWED 
THE LOCAL PRESS WHILE ENJOYING A IMPENDING END OF THE CHINESE CIVIL WAR, HE TO REJOIN THE COMMUNITY OF SCIENTISTS 
42-YEAR-OLD CARDHU. H HASN'T NOTICED A MAN APPROACHING HIM. SERVING THE CROWN. 

) .. / understand that you must maintain 

confidentiality. Still, | want so badly to 

O- serve my country as | did at Bletchley 

Park. It would be 2 lot more fulfilling 

than ‘looking for commercial outlets 


Via Sy A Gj in Asia’, if you know what | mean? 


2 

Only too well, Mr Chase. Your dlesire 
to work for the public good does 
you credit. What exactly i's your 
current activity? 


Are you a magician? | last saw you at the Peninsula 
less than an hour ago, end here | find you now 
without catching any sight of you on the ferry! 


Relea] | HZ 
—= ae = 2 iil A A Y 

Oh T= a 

~ GS S Wy I iss 


a 


( By al/ means. 
mn (8 AN 


SY Pose | 


WHILE THE TWO MEN CONTINUE THE/R CONVERSATION, A ROYAL NAVY LAUNCH. PREPARES |e en 
TO BRING ASHORE AN OFFICER WHO'S JUST ARRIVED BY SEAPLANE. 
aa =aE 


—J 


—_ 4 

BACK FROM A COORDINATION .. AND HOPS INTO A JEEP. A FEW MINUTES LATER, | AT THE BAR, MORTIMER HAS FINISHED 
MISSION WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS HE'S DROPPED OFF IN FRONT OF ... H HIS CONVERSATION WITH MR CHASE, H 
FROM MACAO, CAPTAIN FRANCIS x H HAVING PROMISED TO DISCUSS THE MAN'S 
BLAKE DISEMBARKS SWIFTLY |i ‘SPECULATIVE APPLICATION WITH HIS 

— PRES A — FRIEND CAPTAIN BLAKE. 

Ha! Speak of the devil, and he 
will appear! Allow me to make 
introductions. 


(bn, <E 


eee 
.. THE ENTRANCE TO THE HONG KONG CLUB. Be 
r Be Ty 
at Ne 
ad.) lz 
iat 


|| 


(| 
F Sah 
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MORTIMER QUICKLY INTRODUCES THE TWO Gisd/ ¥o $26 = Lp fi 5 i f : 
you in fine form, old chap! That sald, | cid receive some exce/lent news: 
CUETO Neel Cll What's the latest news? N the finishing work you required is clone. You 


= =Ss can head to the secret base immediately if 


... ld be delighted to get to know you better, 
Mr Chase, but for the moment I'm afraid I’m Exactly what the journalists are 
rather harried by several urgent matters ... prealicting, I’m — to say. Tensions \ 

are increasing, and military coordi- \ } 


nation with our partners in Asia 
requires a lot of work. 4 ys 
—— Wels 


PRY 


/ understand. |7/ leave you to it, 


gentlemen. See you soon. 
Z x 
is) 


ae 


(( 


Well, 11/ be! You're wearing 2 ml?! You've no ; ; | 
sooner set foot in Far East Asia than you, the Here's your pass. Rear Admiral Donan and your Gaalcnae eee. Be) 


brilliant scientist who is the envy of the wnal , A 4 ‘ 
é gineers are expecting you. As for me, |’m going HONG KONG ISLAND, THE CAPTAIN HURRIES 
mone ane already falling for local super- to give my report at the military airport in Kas TO CATCH THE FERRY THAT'S ABOUT TO 
; Tak. Dinner at the Peninsula? LEAVE FOR KOWLOON. 
P34 Bah! if the small price | paid for it buys 
2 oe aie 2 bow! of pert ths 
mala has already proven its power is 


SSS 


TAY, é re 


[ AFTER HAVING TO IDENTIFY HIMSELF AT TWO i 
| DIFFERENT CHECKPOINTS, MORTIMER FINALLY 
REACHES THE ENTRANCE TO THE BASE. 

: PRL oe, 
= SS 


Everyone in Hong Kong knows Mount 
Davis — from the outside, at least. 
No one knows what we've clone with 
it... inside! 


Ke 


Oy SP i y Sal 
We're here. Better brace for a surprise, sir! 


Tell me, Corporal, where on earth is that 
secret base? Considering the size of the 
machine being built there, there's no 

chance of its going unnoticed! Yet | clon’t 

see anything that— 


The base is right there in front of you, 


Professor. No one has any idea, and 
for good reason ... 


f 


Sr we ae) 
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Indleed, Professor Mortimer, they did! Nothing 
would heve been possible without your blueprints, 
though. 


1s an honour. I’m Rear Admiral Evelyn 
Donan. Your engineers and | were eager 


to meet you in person. 


And | to meet you all, Admiral. 5 
f V/\, \ 1s : 


a4 


The Sky Lantern! ...Th 
outstanding! They al 


The offices are over here. They're hardly 
comfortable, but you'l/ find them full of 
dedicated coworkers and, even in these clays 
of post-war scarcity, all the logistical support 
you'l/ need. 


and Michael Payne. They're 
the ones who turned your 
plans for the Sky Lantern 
into 2h operational machine. 


Professor Mortimer, meet ee iO Pieaer’, aa . = 
engineers Gilbert Hawkyn aH er 
1D Gel 


All that's left to decide is how and where 
we thtena/ to install the ‘Huclson' safety system. 
Assuming it's still needed, of course. 


Ei verything was built according to your instructions, 

and it works perfectly. The remote contro/ technology 

Initially meant for the Swordfishes is completely 

ready. It will perform especially well with this type a 

of aircraft and within the peculiar geographic — 
confines of Hong Kong. — y 


7 


/ have no doubt that the mere thought of using .. AND TAKES HIM TO THE TOP, FROM WHICH HE 
that system must be repellent to you, gentlemen. ALLOWING MORTIMER TO GETS AN UNPARALLELED VIEW OF THE COCKPIT 
But the Sky Lantern cannot fall into the hands OBSERVE THE WHOLE LENGTH THROUGH ITS PLEXIGLAS CUPOLA. 
of our enemies, no matter what. ae ppt el OF THE SKY LANTERN’S 
that's a risk exacerbated by both the small size FLANK ... 
ns long Kong's airspace and the 
remote contro/. We must take 
the appropriate precautions. 


The rear admiral is right. Let's just hope we'l/ 


H never have to use such an extreme measure. For 
now, I'd like to see the top of the launch site. 


Gentlemen, | have 2 lot of work waiting for 
me./7// leave you to continue this visit on 
your own, and /'// see you later. 


If youll follow us to 
Boi Blk fessor. 


Yes, from 2 geostrategic standpoint, the site is really rcleal. Mount 
Davis is also sufficiently high and unobstructed that it offers 2 


360-clegree view perfect for radio contro/... 
Over there! It looks like ... the yu-hrsra! 
Sound the alarm! —| - a | 


= Rs 


AS POWERFUL SIRENS BEGIN WAILING, THE TWO 
y 


INTO AN AIR RAID SHELTER. 


ME Come with us, Professor! Quickly! 
\ 


Uo 


It's one of the American fighters serzed by the 
troops of General Li Hs/— a warlord who rules 
on the other side of the border .. 
| To show us thet he's not in league with either the 
Communists or the Nationalists, he provokes 


us by regularly sending that daredevi/ the } 


soldiers have nicknamed yu-hsia. It's the 
name given to knights errant of sorts in 
Chinese legends ... 


Mount Davis to Kai Tak! Under 
attack!! Send your Spitfires 
immediately! 


ae 


ENGINEERS RUSH MORTIMER 


Blasted yu-hs2! He had to come at 
us again just as we were showing you 
the summit! 


He's coming back Keep low! | 


We can't! In case of an attack, the cloor is 
automatically locked. We're stuck here with 
the flak 


AT THAT MOMENT, CAPTAIN BLAKE 
ARRIVES AT (MAND CENTRE OF Order the alert squadron to 


THE COMI 
THE MILITARY AIRPORT, ON THE OTHER Jom me, Right this instant! 
SIDE OF VICTORIA HARBOUR! 


That soldier is hit! We have to go 
and help him! 


Payne, no! Don't do it! 
Wart— 


HEEDLESS OF HIS COLLEAGUE'S CALLS, FHA ERC ACEH EERO. 
PAYNE SPRINTS TOWARDS THE UNEORTUNATE EO ASS Tee 
WOUNDED MAN, WHO CANNOT GET BACK UP. AL NT 


We must go and help them! 


q 


No, Professor! It’s not our job! : j i 
Those are the orders! — noes 
/ B d .. AND FINISHES HIS NASTY WORK WITHOUT l 
y HESITATION. J 


.. AND RETURN FOR A SECOND PASS THAT 


OF THE BATTERY, THE RAF FIGHTER SPRAYS 
HIS OPPONENT WITH BULLETS AND NARROWLY 
AVOIDS A COLLISION SO AS TO TURN AS 
TIGHTLY AS POSSIBLE ... 


EMERGING FROM THE LOW CLOUDS TO DIVE 
UPON THE ENEMY PLANE, CAPTAIN BLAKE'S 
SPITFIRE OPENS FIRE ON ITS TARGET. 


CHEERED BY THE GARRISON, BLAKE'S 
SPITFIRE JOINS THE ALERT PATROL THAT 
WAS ALREADY ARRIVING TO HELP HIM. 


Now alo you understand why 


another precious engineer. way for us to honour 


work / will make sure 
] the security system is 
readly by tomorrow. 


47 


| held you back, Professor? You're right, Mr Haw- | 
Payne was brave, but now | kyn, though it's hard ¥ 
he’s dead ... and we've lost } to swallow. The best | 


these men’s memory } 
now is to finish our ¥ 


FINISHES OFF THE P-54 MUSTANG. 


., AND FINDS HIM AT THE ; | ; , ni 
A FEW HOURS LATER, MORTIMER Francis, Mr Chase, may | Thank you for your kind words, gentlemen! 
JOINS HIS OLD FRIEND ... ETE Cle a ee speak with youn private? {a / co beg your parclon, though, but duty 


OF THE BAR INSISTS ON calsenceraaet 
CONGRATULATING CAPTAIN 
BLAKE FOR GETTING RID 
OF THE YU-HISTA ONCE \ 
AND FOR ALL. 


=== iN g| 

Well done, old chap! DSA —e=8) 
: S| Ad 
ler 


Good heavens! If ld accepted every toast 
they proposed, | would be in no shape to fly 
4 2 plane — or even to drive a jeep! 
| 
| 
i 
| 


P 


A FEW MINUTES LATER, MORTIMER FINISHES An excellent iclea, Philip. Mr Chase, if this is all right 
EXPLAINING THE SITUATION THE TECHNICAL TEAM with you, a driver will pick you upin front of the 
OF THE MOUNT DAVIS SECRET BASE IS FACING. Cenotaph tomorrow at 5:30 pm. Hel/ take you to 
CoE or the secret base for an interview with Rear Admiral «Yes, General. Everything 
‘i The death of Engineer Payne has put Donan. /1/ let him know you'll be coming. ‘going as planned. Better, 
Im Hawkyn and me in a difficult position. . So - ee 
Time J's here /f your wh er stands, SS I'l be there, Captain. ¥ 
Mp Chase, | be happy to have you join : Anal thank you for your ya ; 


our technical team. What do you think, _——————_—_—4 trust, Professor. 
Blake? |__| 


“ ( 


We 
(Motor Sy / Sze 
RS A: 


1S aslo 
Nie 


aii +» J s my mission Is to bring some original documents out Don’t you think the man who 
ee bes seh aieg i eh fei is cj of the Colony, of course, but | might have invented the famous Swordfish 
Avensnkob/e matter, tht detee Pieeven 1 even better to offer you. Did you know would be the ideal man to repair 
cbmeechore Five Oleic. friends whe acini } that the femous Professor Mortimer is the Red Wing? 
notice a thing. Speaking of which ... dy Fong Kong! 


/'m better informed than you think, Colonel For your 
information, this Mortimer person arrived from London 
with the authenticated clocuments — which we are going 
to procure. That mission has been given to Mr Chou 
So, don’t worry about it, and instead tell me why this 
Mortimer being in Hong Kong is of any interest to you. 


Very well. What about 
the second one? 


TY M OF HIS You have two messages, Professor. Captain Blake 

INTERN, PROFESSOR asked me to tell you he had to go to the base early. 
MORTIMER HAS GONE TO He proposes to meet you for tea at five at the Hong 
GET SOME BREAKFAST ... Kong Club. 


ASA 


Lit “i & 


Ny? 
ES 
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Tell me, Shuang...‘ like to go to this adldress in Mp Key, coulel you be so kind as to fetch 
H Wan Char. /s 1t far from here? from the safe the small package | left 
| with you? I'm going to get 2 few things 
from my room. | won't be long. 


Hennessy Road? No, Professor, By tram or 
rickshaw, it's only about 15 minutes from 
the ferry terminus in Hong Kong. 


5) 
/ 


Y, ABOARD THE FERRY FROM 
HONG KONG ... gy 
= = ir 
; ~ < 3 =i ice VW) Hello? Master? ... This is Shuang. 


H He's just left as expected. i 
With the package, yes... 


Re 


That's him! We do what the boss said: 1 
wait for him to go insicle, and then we 
ove, 


NOT SUSPECTING ee DANGER 
1S NEARBY, MORTIMER ENTERS THE 
SHOP... WHICH APPEARS EMPTY. 


— 


| Hele? anyone there? | /s an} yone on ? 
ee 


H /ndleed. Good afternoon, sir. 
 /m here to meet with Dr Sun 


SUDDENLY, MORTIMER FREEZES AS HE 
SEES, REFLECTED IN A SMALL M/RROR, 
A THREAT aebde UP FROM BEHIND. 

me?.. 


- oy a BL 


Sa sAGae> y 


Really? And how did the |] 
dear man describe 


Vee 
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« AND  ~ SERB SE ea | SSP THE DASHING 
PROFESSOR GOES ON THE  ~ SERB SE ea | 
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Cam 


TO EVERYONE'S BSN HUTS DUCKS 
SUDDENLY, LETTING THE CLUB 
HAS AIMED ele teas HEAD Wels 


You are Dr Sun Sun-1?! I'm 
surprised. Your assistant 
hadn't described — as. 


f — 1 am Dr Sun Sun-/. Forgive | iS 
me for asking you to come 


here, but this place Is more 
discreet than the Peninsula, 
you know? Die you bring the 
objects Tung Pao entrusted 
you with: 


ss 


CALLING UPON ALL HIS REFLEXES AS 
A FORMER BOXER 


cae Watch it, ey co 
. nk 


IE OF HIS ATTACKERS 
AST. 


a 


ni AND ESCAPES OUT THE BACK By 
Hist OVER A LOW WALL BETWEEN A 
sled COURTYARD AND THE ALLEY BEHIND IT. 
a 7 
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I) You pathetic worms! What are 
| you walting for?! After him! 
) /1/ cut him off with the car. 


iz, ei 
i D 


ThNbsass) 


DISORIENTED BY THE TANGLE OF 
NARROW ALLEYS ... 


a 


iT 


Blast it! u hey’re not 


3 giving up: 
= 


el 


Ki THi 
OCKS, WHERE HE'LL BE 
ABLE TO GET HIS BEARINGS. 


Ns 


ie 
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RUNNING ON WITHOUT ANOTHER LOOK 

BACK, MORTIMER FINDS HIMSELF ON 

QUEEN'S. ROAD EAST. WITHOUT MISSING 
A BEAT, HE HOPS. ONTO THE 

| FIRST TRAM HE SEES ... 


FACED WITH THE COLOURFUL, TIGHTLY-PACKED 
El CROWD, MORTIMER’S ENEMIES APPEAR LOST. 
Bz 


St) 
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Safe for now... Let's think a The best thing 


/ can do is to find a quiet spot to hide in for 
@ few hours ... unti/ 1 meet Blake. 
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HAVING CAUGHT HIS BREATH AND GATHERED HIS 
WITS IN AN UNOBTRUSIVE TEAROOM, MORTIMER 
FINALLY HEADS TO THE HONG KONG CLUB IN 


TIME FOR HIS 


PSS 
ee PlAl 


They must have been the same men 
who are forcing my master to stay 
hidden. Here are my identification 
papers. They mention my position at 
the Palace Museum. 


MEETING WITH BLAKE. 


My colleague's name 1's Tung Pao, and 
my master's glasses ave half-moon 

shaped Trust me. |, too, am in danger, 
and | cannot tarry. The doctor asks 


My name 1s Tieh Han. I’m one of Dr Sun 
Sun-i’s deputies. 
You'l/ excuse me for being wary, 
then. I've trusted a note supposedly 
written by Dr Sun Sun-/ before, anc! 
al 1 was met with in return were 
some appalling thugs. 


om 
WEG 
NIG 


AND, WITHOUT ANOTHER WORD, THE SMALL, 
SCARED MAN INSTRUCTS HIS RUNNER TO LEAVE 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 


that you bring him what Tung Pao 
gave you at 8:30 tonight at the Old 
Peak Café; near the summit of Victoria 
Peak. Please, do not speak of the 
meeting to anyone. 


Hmm. Could you also te// me the 
name of that colleague of yours 
sent to London by your master 
es well as the shape of your 
master's glasses? 


7, 


MORTIMER JOINS BLAKE INSIDE THE BAR AND IMMEDIATELY RECOUNTS HIS 
LATEST ADVENTURES AND ENCOUNTE! E} 


Philp, be reasonable! Going to that meeting 
| a/one would be folly! 
er vea IPN 
XA Innoy\<t | 


After my appointment at the secret base, |’m to go 
to Governor Grantham’s residence at 8 pm, along 
with the commander-in-chief of British Forces. The 
legislative council is waiting for my report. 


Sere ( Fell 
CAs 
> Z 
iectk 


Hmm .../ know asking you to wait for me rig — go te we oy 
would be pointless ... Governor's House nacht 

isn't far from the lower Peak Tram 

station. | could join you ... around 9 pm. 

Wil/ that do? 


That last attack by the P-54 has made 
them extremely nervous, and they're 
[| /mpatient to discover our new defensive 


weapon. 
SSS SEO SI 


.. he/ be able to 
escape to safety far 
yon Nother lf 
your meeting cloesn’t 
| run too long, join me 
Z / see. As for me, | cannot decently on Victoria Peak. 
h) 2bandon that poor curator. As soon 
as he's recovered what |’m bringing 


og 


YA 


Probably at the Old Peak Café! | was there NOT _LONG AFTER, THE PROFESSOR DECIDES 
this afternoon. Go there before nightfall TO FOLLOW MR CHASE'S ADVICE AND GO TO 
Forgive me, Professor. / would like to thank if you want to enjoy the view! 11 leave you ; VIAN ARIS GAIAGA 
you for putting in a good word for me with tort, then. | have to report to the base. A 
Captain Blake. May | invite you to dinner solelier is picking me up at the Cenotaph ... 
tonight? 


Good /uck. I’m sure everything ® 
will go just fine, 


- 


That's very kind of you, Mr Chase, but 
/'m alveady expected ... somewhere on 


Mr Thater! It really is a small world — and an even 
smaller city! 


I Let's just say respectable people end up in the 
same reputable spots. And, as there aren't 
that many of either category on this island, 
proper gentlemen are bound to come across 
each other fairly often ... 


MAN) 
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Zi 
[2a — 
i —. Te// me, Professor, since it’s just us here... There are rumours that 2 ; r ‘ 
=ial| secret military base might be being built in Hong Kong ... 3 


’ fas Pepin nd l AND, WHILE MORTIMER CONTINUES HIS COMFORTABLE vi . , 
MU leave you here, |'m having ainner # ASCENT OF VICTORIA PEAK, AT THE WESTERN END OF sty dee msi eae Foy Dee 
at my friend Mr Chang's — you met THE ISLAND, MR CHASE HAS JUST BEEN ALLOWED acai! : 
him when you arrived, remember? INSIDE THE SECRET BASE. 


a z ie And how! It remind 
7 clo eee Give my mny: regards. ¥ 7 Bletchley Pack! leant ya 
SURE POR CLES) discover all this and serve my 
: country once more, Mr Hawkyn. 


.. Your references seem excellent to me. That leaves 


introducing you to Engineer Hawkyn. He’s the one who 
built the machine designed by Professor Mortimer. 


MEANWHILE, AT THE TOP OF VICTORIA PEAK ... He came alone. Do as we've planned, but be ca 


limey is spryer than he looks. 


AFTER A SHORT WALK, THE PROFESSOR HAS | Good evening, Professor. Did you -/ will be here momentarily. | ee ead 1 


ARRIVED AT THE OLD PEAK CAFE — AND ALREADY bring the obyect and the clocuments? to make sure he wouldn't be disappointed . 


ie Tieb Han! Are you me 7 | Don’t worry. / have the object, as 
calpelel AB well as the results of its analysis. 
. / will cleliver them to Dr Sun Sun-/ 
ppersen @s/ promised Mr Tung 
"20. 


—— ery Ww 1 
A saa A 3 ye y A) Q 


Ae LD _| Dare, 


Perhaps you would like to hear already — ee ; . 
what the end of Shao’s text reveals? E = == cP ; = * | Did the owner te// you about the unique 
Doo = a viewpoint this garclen offers over the bay? 


We shoule go out to the terrace, though, = ——— : = y 4 d 

away from prying ears. : — 3 = = ] Few tourists know of it, as you need to step 

. . Ke j e a> . over this low wall. If you're interested, we 
, : only have a few minutes of sunlight left . 


Well... t's... It’s 
Just that ... 


By the way, Mr Tieh! You mentioned the second 
part of Shao’s text .../ thought the second 
statuette hadn't been recovered yet? 


HAVE LEFT THROUGH THE 
TERRACE WITHOUT PAYING. 


AT FIVE PAST NINE, IT’S BLAKE'S TURN AN UPSET OWNER EXPLAINS THAT INTRIGUED, THE dey ae Hie. Mice Bell? BORROWS A TORCH 
TO ARRIVE AT THE OLD PEAK CAFE. THE TWO MEN HE’S LOOKING FOR | 


... BEFORE HURRYING 
INTO THE SMALL ip 
THAT BORDERS THE 
CAFE'S TERRACE. 


ee. CONCERNED, BLAKE BEGINS 
ING OUT TO HIS FRIEND. 

Philip! Are you (2) 

there, old chap? La z 


yi 


z A, 


By Samt t George! IN A SECOND, 
ie ek ay 


His pipe! 
ISTINCT HAS 
TOLD H/M WHAT. 
TO DO: CONTACT 
CHIEF INSPECTOR 
GSTAFF AS 


CONTROLLED. 


BLAKE HAS NO IDEA, HOWEVER, THAT HIS 
ae KIDNAPPERS HAVE Sm 
REACHED KOWLOON HARB. ee a | 
DESERTED NEIGHBOURHOOD A few Perfect. The professor anal ‘the two 
HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE caskets will spend the night in the 
PENINSULA HOTEL ... boot of my can. Early tomorrow, 
- thanks to my new military pass, I'l 


cross Kow/loon’s northern border 
easily. 


[QVANT 


MR CHASE STARTS pisihE | |sa $e 4, 
THE CAR AND 7 
 _7URNS ONTO THE 

SEAFRONT ROAD BY | 
THE CONTINENTAL 
TRAIN STATION ... 


THE MYSTERIOUS | uh : 


KEEPING A PERFECTLY CALM DEMEANOUR, HE B THE ENGINEER RETURNS TO HIS ROOM 
LEAVES HIS CAR WITH THE PEN/NSULA’S VALET... & ON THE TH/RD FLOOR ... 


of iy s. AND STARTS PERFORMING STRANGE 
8 BEFORE eIEKING tile MAIN ECAEt é if CONTORTIONS. 


Mr Chase! What 2 /ovely surprise! 
Care for a nightcap? 


Thank you, dear friend, but some other ID 
time. | have a very big day ahead of me 
tomorrow. 
Sit fall || a K 
h 


The blazes! This rubbery matter was .». Yes, General Tomorrow the documents will be on Then our Rea Wing can destroy their 
clearly not made for hot, humid their way to your camp, with Professor Mortimer miserable Spitfires, |/ have my reveni 
climates! It’s killing me ... Anyway. asa bonus. For your information, you have a on those infernal Brits ... and China wil! 


Time to call the general... prisoner called Nasiv who matters 2 great cleal to & a) 
cal him ... That could help you convince him to repair ab haters 
the Red Wing... As for me, 1 find a way to steal 
the new weapon they're builcling on their secret 
base. 


WILL BLAKE BE ABLE TO FIND 
HIS FRIEND AND SAVE HIM FROM 
GENERAL L/ HS/? 

YOU WILL FIND OUT, 
DEAR FRIENDS, BY READING 
THE SECOND PART OF THIS 
ADVENTURE: THE THOUSANDTH 
ARM OF THE MEKONG’! 


WILL OUR HEROES SAVE 
THE HONG KONG COLONY FROM 


THE TERRIBLE THREAT LOOMING Yves Sente 
OVER IT? TEM) BERSE. 
) BERSERIK, 
lpuLingen— 
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THE YELLOW “M” 


London’s walls resound withthe incredible 
exploits of the “Yellow Mark.” The 
spectacular actions of this mysterious 
criminal are onthe increase: holding up 
the Bank of England, robbing the imperial 
crown... Nooneseemsableto stop him. 
Heisso audacious that he lets the police 
knowin advance where hewill commithis 
crimes, eachtime ridiculing Scotland Yard 
alittle more. 

The apparent ease with which he evades 
police schemes begins to worry the 
highest authorities ofthe country. 

The Home Office asks Captain Francis 
Blake to solve the mystery and discover 
the identity of the man who hides 
behind the Yellow Mark. The captain 
immediately takes as partner his old 
friend, Professor Philip Mortimer, whose 
scientific knowledge will be invaluablein 
solving this extremely complex enigma. 
Who hides behind the Yellow Mark? 
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Too /ate! He must have got away| 
by St. Thomas's Tower. 


Me pathing to be seen! 
Hes vanished into thin air. 


Look! 
The door! 
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THE YELLOW “M” 


THE VORONOV PLOT 


Yves Sente André Juillard 


Based on the characters op EDGAR P. JACOBS 


| A Soviet rocket falls back to Earth carrying 
THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER deadly bacteria. KGB Professor Voronov 
aii Sie turns the extraterrestrial threat into a terri- 
fying weapon that could be used to devas- 
THE VORONOV PLOT tate the Western world i. but he doesn’t 
take into account the vigilance of Her 
Majesty’s intelligence services. Soon, Blake 
and Mortimer are drawn into a lethal, sha- 
dowy war, from Moscow to London, where 
the stakes are no less than international 
peace and the real enemy may not be so 
obvious. 


Yves Sente André Juillard 


© Editions Blake & Mortimer / Studio Jacobs (Dargaud-Lombard s.a.) 


André Juillard is a celebrated artist with a career spanning more than 
35 years. He has worked on famous series such as “Les Sept Vies de 
L'Epervier” and “Masquerouge.” In 1996, he was awarded the Grand 
Prix at the Angouléme festival. 
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Yves Sente began writing scripts in 1999. He has already acquired 
considerable clout, being chosen as successor to Jean Van Hamme 
for the series “Thorgal” (with Grzegorz Rosinski) and “XIII” 
(with louri Jigounov), and working with Jean Van Hamme on 
“Blake & Mortimer.” 
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AROUND 6 PM, CAPTAIN FRANCIS BLAKE, 
CHIEF OF MIS—THE FAMOUS BRITISH 
COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE SERVICE—PRESENTS 
HIMSELF TO THE SECRETARY OF HIS 
EXTERNAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 
COLLEAGUE, COMMANDER WILLIAM 
STEELE OF MI/6. 


LONDON, THE EVENING 
OF MARCH THE 257H 


Good evening, Miss Pound. |'m here to 
meet with the 


Commander. We were expecting 


you, Captain. Please 
fellow me. 


But I'm quite serious, dear fellow! The 
rumour mi ablaze, and as you 
we// know, my job is not simply to gather 
information but also to verify it! 


Very we//, | bow to your 
rofessionalism. That said, how 
about te/ling me what's behind 
your urgent request to see me? 
I'must confess I"m quite curious... 


the pleasantries. Francis, 


with the Soviet Union. 


1K) 


= 
a UF? 


Besides the progress of their rocket 
Program, our agent 5 penultimate 
report also mentioned 2 strange 
story of unknown bacteria that the 
Russians could have obtained from 
outer space... 
LT 
Outer-space bacteria?! 
William, what are you... L 7 


reese 


All right! Let's dispense with 


| have some serious trouble 
| 3 /'m listening, old boy. 
Fis 


u hanks for coming so guickly, Francis. 
ee eae Very good, William, 
thank you. 


HA! HA! HA! Dear Miss 
Pound! Do you know 
that she’s very much 

1 smitten with your 
charm and the fame 


you've acquiréd? 


Thank you, Miss Pound. L 
You pes /eave us now. (Gari 


About two months ago, my USSR station reported 
some very dlisturbing news from Baikonur, the 
top-secret Soviet Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. We 
have an agent over there, working in the hospital 
attached to the base. | dont need to te// you that such 
information is vital to the war that East 
and West are waging over the space race... 


ON - 


| 


The blaze. j 
Another one!! 


Pardon me, sir, but | have a message 
from MOS ONE, and! you asked me to 
use the emergency protoco/ if... 


THE VORONOV PLOT 


PLUTARCH’S STAFF 


Yves Sente André Juillard 


Based on the characters op EDGAR P. JACOBS 


BLAKE AND MORTIMER MUST HELP END A WAR ... 
TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT ONE. 
OUR TWO HEROES’ FIRST MISSION TOGETHER. 


THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER 
Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


YVES SENTE © ANDRE JUILLARD 
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1944. England is still locked in a struggle to the death with Nazi 
Germany. But already a new threat looms among the peaks of 
the Himalayas. For now, though, Squadron Leader Blake, having 
saved London from a German prototype, is assigned to a top 
secret mission, during which he meets with an old friend he hasn’t 
seen since India: Philip Mortimer. Soon, the pair are introduced to 
an officer working for Allied Intelligence: Colonel Olrik... 


IN THIS SPRING OF 1944, THE PERMANENT HIGH-ALERT STATUS ON BOARD THE BRITISH 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER /NTREPID IS A CONSTANT REMINDER TO THE ROYAL NAVY'S SA/LORS 
AND PILOTS THAT A MERCILESS WAR /S STILL ENGULFING THE WORLD. 


I) ON THE BRIDGE, CAPTAIN HAMILTON IS The men are particularly earnest, Captain. /t /s imperative that we destroy 
j Beant, eae ara EO The imminent prospect or an Allied landing those killers if we want our troop 
g : | in France has seen to that! carriers to have a chence of reaching 
Three submarines sunk! You and the continent. And to do that, that 
your fellows have done great f Unfortunately, the Germans are new American towed sonar will come 

work, Blake! ] expecting it too. The alarming in very handy... 

| concentration of U-boats off our | 
coasts confirms rt. 


= Te 
An American sonar? That state-of-the-art equipment is to be dlis- 


ae creetly clelivered to us out at sea by a Senegalese 
It’s top secret. Our allies have come fishing boat, the Diourbel As soon as it enters 
up with avery low-frequency sound the U-boats’ hunting grounds, your squadron 
detector of previously unthinkeble will be in charge of its safety. 
sensitivity. lt should help us better 
detect underwater targets whose 
coordinates we can then forward 
to your fighter-bombers. 


PLUTARCH’S STAFF 


Edgard Félix Pierre Jacobs (1904-1987), better known under his 
penname Edgar P. Jacobs, was acomic book creator (writer and 
artist), bornin Brussels, Belgium. It has been said of Jacobs that 
he didn’t rememberatime when he hadn’t drawn. 


Jacobs assisted fellow Belgian Hergé (Georges Prosper Remi) in 
the recasting of Hergé’s Tintin in the Congo, Tintinin America, 
King Ottokar’s Sceptre and The Blue Lotus for book publication. 
Healsocontributed directly to both the drawing and storylines 
for the Tintin double-albums The Secret of the Unicorn/Red 
Rackham’s Treasure and The Seven Crystal Balls/Prisoners of 
the Sun. 


When the comics magazine Tintin was launched on 26" 
September 1946, itincluded Jacobs’ story Le secret del’Espadon 
(The Secret of the Swordfish). This story would be the first in the 
Blake and Mortimer series. 


The characters of Captain Francis Blake, dashing head of MIS, 
his friend Professor Philip Mortimer, a nuclear physicist, and 
their sworn enemy Colonel Olrik became legendary heroes of the 
9th artin the long-running series. 


After Jacobs’ death in 1987, Bob de Moor completed his 
unfinished last story. Inthe mid-1990s, the series was continued 
by the Jacobs Studios with new teams of writers and artists. 
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